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Natural Yard Care
Spring is here! And as many of us start to plant gardens and think about our yards, there are
many things we can be do to help reduce stormwater pollution.

•

Water more efficiently or take advantage of rain barrels

•

Choose native plants

•

Reduce use of pesticides

•

Build healthy soil with compost and mulch

•

Mow higher and leave clippings

Tacoma Pierce County Health Department is hosting free Natural Yard Care Webinars:
showpublisheddocument (tpchd.org)
Last year’s webinars can be found here:
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Tips and Guidance | Gig Harbor, WA (cityofgigharbor.net)

Stormwater Hero
Chuck and Charli Meacham are great examples of implementing natural yard care methods to
help reduce stormwater pollution.
The Meacham’s use a 1100 gallon cistern to collect roof runoff and reuse the water to irrigate
their yard—a great way to recycle runoff! They have also planted over 400 native plants and
do not use pesticides.
Their efforts have not gone unnoticed and are a great model of what other residents can do to
help keep our waters clean!

Do you know a stormwater hero? Nominate someone and let us know!

SPILLS HAPPEN! Help us find them.
Gig Harbor Pollution Hotline: 253-851-6170
Pierce County Pollution Hotline: 253-798-4274

Soil Amendment at Construction Sites
Naturally occurring soil, soil organisms, and vegetation provide important stormwater
management functions, including water infiltration and storage, and nutrient, sediment, and
pollutant removal. These functions are largely lost when native soils and vegetation are
stripped and replaced with minimal soil. These stripped landscapes become pollution generating surfaces due to compaction, increased use of pesticides and fertilizers,
concentration of pet wastes, and pollutants from adjacent roads and driveways.
While restoring a minimum soil quality and depth is not the same as preserving naturally
occurring soil and vegetation, it does improve onsite stormwater management and water
quality. Amending construction-disturbed soils with compost re-establishes a healthy soil
ecosystem, which provides increased treatment of pollutants and sediments. It also
supports healthy plant growth, minimizing the need for fertilizers and pesticides, and
reducing pollution through prevention.
Each new
development in the
City has to submit a
Soil Preservation
and Amendment
Plan as part of their
project submittal.

DO YOU KNOW… stormwater acronyms?
SWMP—Stormwater Management Plan
Each year the City submits our SWMP to Ecology
identifying our stormwater plans for the upcoming year.

KGI Corner
Key Peninsula-Gig Harbor-Islands Watershed Council recently hosted WSDOT at their general
meeting to discuss culvert replacements and fish passage barriers in our watershed.

A single removed barrier can deliver impressive benefits, improving fish access for miles both
upstream and downstream. When rivers and streams are connected, fish can better access the
habitat they need. This is an important component of protecting and restoring fish populations,
which can in turn have multiple benefits - including for commercial and recreational fishing
industries.

WSDOT Fish Passage: An up-close look at Minter Creek 2020 - Learn more from this video
about the many considerations that go into design and construction of fish passage projects that
often lead to project-specific approaches and efficiencies. This video highlights a barrier
correction project currently underway, correcting three culverts on Minter Creek and Little Minter
Creek, located along State Route (SR) 302 in Pierce County near Purdy, WA.

Want to learn more about stormwater in the City of Gig Harbor, check out our Story Map.
Comments or questions?
Bri Ellis
Stormwater Engineering Technician
bellis@gigharborwa.gov
253-358-5635
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