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Welcome
Welcome to our first issue of The Runoff! This quarterly newsletter will provide updates and
information pertaining to stormwater in Gig Harbor. During the warm, sunny days of summer,
we tend to forget about stormwater. But as fall begins, stormwater and runoff become hard to
ignore. These newsletters will keep you up to date with what the city is doing in regards to
stormwater and remind us all that managing stormwater is a year round task.
What is stormwater anyway? Stormwater runoff is generated from rain and snowmelt events
that flow over land or impervious surfaces. The runoff picks up pollutants like trash,
chemicals, oils, and dirt/sediment that can harm our rivers, streams, lakes, and coastal
waters. Stormwater pollution is the #1 water pollutant in urban areas. Want to learn more
about stormwater in Gig Harbor, check out our Story Map.

“Start” of the wet season
Department of Ecology defines the wet season from October 1 to April 30. But as
Washingtonians’ we know that season can be much longer!
Construction sites have to follow wet season guidelines and must not allow soils to remain
exposed and unworked for more than 2 days to prevent erosion. It is crucial that proper
erosion and sediment control BMPs (best management practices) are put in place before the
wet season starts.
Let us know if you see any erosion, flooding, or stormwater issues during the wet season.

Stormwater Heroes
Our first stormwater heroes are our wonderful Public Works Stormwater crew!
Lead by supervisor Brandon, their stormwater maintenance to do list is never ending.
Maintenance and upkeep of our city stormwater infrastructure is a big task, but a very
important one! We have over 2000 catch basins, 31 outfalls, and 170 miles of city storm pipe.
Add a handful of stormwater ponds, a few detention facilities, and a dash of LIDs (Low Impact
Developments) — they have a lot to do. The crew is constantly checking to make sure we are
in compliance with our municipal permit requirements and keeping Gig Harbor’s stormwater
flowing.
Thank you Brandon and crew (and our entire Public Works Team) for all of their hard work!
Do you know of a stormwater hero? Nominate someone and let us know!

SPILLS HAPPEN! Help us find them.
Gig Harbor Pollution Hotline: 253-851-6170

Storm Catch Basins
Help us keep storm drains clear this fall. Residents can help by
clearing debris away from the top and sides of grates in their
neighborhoods. Please do not remove grate. Residents wishing to
report drainage or flooding problems along roadways in their
neighborhoods should contact the city.
Volunteer to place “Only Rain Down the Storm Drain” catch basin
markers in your neighborhood. They provide a good reminder to all of
us that everything that goes into a catch basin ends up in our water ways.

DO YOU KNOW... stormwater acronyms?
CESCL: Certified Erosion & Sediment Control Lead is a certification that is
required by the state of Washington for personnel responsible for construction
stormwater inspections and sampling. All construction sites over 1 acre
require a CESCL.

Do your part, be pollution smart!
Some simple ways you can help keep our beautiful Gig Harbor waters clean and free of
pollution!

•

Vehicles: Use a commercial car wash and fix auto leaks right away.

•

Pets: Scoop the poop, bag it, and toss it in the trash.

•

Yards: Uses pesticides sparingly, if at all, and use compost instead of fertilizer.

•

Homes: Use nontoxic cleaners in and around your home.

KGI Corner
Everyone is part of a watershed! And here in Gig Harbor, we reside
in the Key Peninsula-Gig Harbor-Islands (KGI) Watershed.
The KGI Watershed Council is made up of many partners including
the City of Gig Harbor, Pierce County, Tacoma-Pierce County
Health Department, PenMet Parks, Washington State Parks,
EnviroCorps, Harbor WildWatch and many more!
The KGI’s mission is to foster wise stewardship of the watershed
and encourages the collaboration and involvement of all watershed
residents and businesses.
There are some great projects that are in the works in the KGI
including: Longbranch Pump Out project, Demolay Bay bulkhead
removal, acquisition of parcels on the Filucy Bay for restoration,
and the recent planting of over 750,000 baby oysters at Kopachuck
and Penrose State Parks.
Like KGI on Facebook to keep up with events and information
about your watershed.

Comments, questions or concerns?
Bri Ellis
ellisb@cityofgigharbor.net
253-853-2646
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