
IMPACTS OF GROWTH
BUILDING & FIRE SAFETY
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THE ANNOUNCEMENT:

“CREATING THE BEST PERMITTING AGENCY IN THE STATE 
THROUGH NEW POLICY IMPROVEMENTS”

DENNIS  HANBERG – DIRECTOR OF PIERCE COUNTY PLANNING AND 
LAND SERVICES



THE STAFF:



CREDENTIALS:

COMBINED 110 YEARS OF WORK RELATED EXPERIENCE

20 NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL BUILDING & FIRE CODE CERTIFICATIONS

• ICC Building Plans Examiner
• ICC Commercial Building Inspector
• ICC Fire Inspector I
• ICC Fire Inspector II
• ICC Residential Building Inspector
• ICC Building Inspector
• ICC Building Plans Examiner
• ICC Commercial Mechanical Inspector
• ICC Plumbing Inspector UPC
• ICC Permit Technician

• ICC Building Inspector 
• ICC Building Plans Examiner 
• ICC Certified Building Code Official 
• ICC Certified Fire Code Official
• ICC Fire Inspector I 
• ICC Fire Inspector II 
• ICC Fire Plans Examiner
• ICC Certified Building Official 
• NFPA Fire Inspector I
• NFPA Fire Inspector II

ICS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CERTIFIED TO LEVEL  700

FEMA, WABO, CAL/EMA CERTIFIED TYPE 2 EMERGENCY RESPONDERS
(DISASTER ASSESMENT & MITIGATION)



THE STATE: (STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS)

WAC TITLE 51, CHAPTER 51-04, SECTION 51-04-010
RCW TITLE 19, CHAPTER 19.2,7 SECTION19.27.020

• INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE (IBC)
• INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE (IRC)
• INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE (IFC)
• INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE ( IMC)
• INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE (IFGC)
• INTERNATIONAL EXISTING BUILDING CODE (IEBC)
• INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE
• UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE (UPC)



WHAT DO WE DO TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS?

REGULATE THE CONSTRUCTION AND USE OF NEW AND EXISTING STRUCTURES AND 
SYSTEMS THROUGHOUT THE CITY THROUGH:

• plan review 
• permitting 
• inspection



PLAN REVIEW: SPACEDOX



ADDITIONAL DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW:

ENGINEERING 
PLANNING
PUBLIC  

• Civil Permits (EVA, Fire Flow, Accessibility)
• Planning  Site Plans
• Conditional Use Permits
• Boundary Line Adjustments
• Plats & Short Plats
• Special Events (Public Property) Gig & Art 

Festivals, etc..
• Special Use (Private Property) Wine & 

Food Fest, Film Fest, etc..
• UGA Comments
• Pre‐Application Conferences
• Requests for Public Records
• Business Licenses



PERMITTING

CONSTRUCTION PERMITS INCLUDE:

o Fire
 Sprinkler
 Alarms
 Suppression
 Standpipes
 Fuel Tanks
 Fire Pumps
 Generators 
 Battery Rooms
 Solar Panel Installations
 Hazardous Materials
 LP‐gas

o Building
 Commercial 
 Residential

o Mechanical
 Heating
 Cooling 
 Ventilation Systems

o Plumbing
 Water 
 Sewer
 Medical gas



FIRE CODE OPERATIONAL 
PERMITS INCLUDE:

• Hazardous Materials
• High Piled Storage
• Firework stands
• Amusement facilities (Haunted 

houses)
• Compressed and flammable gasses 

and liquids
• Drycleaners
• Explosives
• Fire Hydrants
• Open flames and burning
• Fuel Stations, Repair Garages
• Tents and membrane structures
• Refrigeration Equipment



INSPECTIONS

• Construction Inspections are at and all time 
high at 6,285 YTD

• We Additionally Inspect all New Businesses 
(about 100 a year) 

• All City Facilities
• Special Events 
• Firework Stands
• Provide Oversight, Training  & Compliance 

Follow‐up of our Annual Fire Inspection 
Program (GHFD 5)

Currently Managing 1,778 Permits 
on 771 Parcels



THINGS WE DO WELL

• Customer Service
• Inspections: Same day if called in 

before 7am. AM or PM available
• Permit Portal
• Permit Tracking
• Code Enforcement (Proactive)
• Counter Coverage (We Never Close)
• Cross Train (Everyone Pitches In)
• Educate
• Provide Informational Handouts and 

Checklists
• Base Plans (Save Time and Money)



PUBLIC PERMIT PORTAL

• Apply For Permits
• Schedule Inspections
• View Inspective Results
• Upload Plans for Review
• Pay Fees
• View Plan Review Progress
• Access Reviewer’s Notes
• Research all permit and parcel 

data within our system
• Access  Building Codes On‐line



PERMIT TRACKING

WE PROVIDE DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY 
STATISTICAL REPORTS TO:

• PC Assessors/Treasurer  ‐Issued
Building Permit Data

• US Department of Commerce –
Census Bureau

• State Office of Financial 
Management 

• Puget Sound Regional Council
• Master Builders Association
• Peninsula School District
• Finance Dept. for Utility Billing
• Many, Many Private Corporations



WHAT WE WOULD LIKE 
TO DO EVEN BETTER

• Digitize the Archives
• Update Our Web Page
• Create Additional Client Assistance 

Memos
• Transition to SmartGov
• Host More In‐house Training
• Participate in More Community 

Outreach







THANK YOU


